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FREEMASONRY 






PROSCRIBED BY ORGANIZED RELIGIOUS ASSOCIATIONS. 





However much we may disregard the censure and imprecation 
of ignorance and fanaticism when emanating from individuals; they 
become a matter of some importance, when ushered into the world 
by associated bodies, however low in the scale of intelligence and 
respectability such bodies may rank. An additional importance is 
attached to them, when propagated by an assembly, of whom the 
community have been accustomed to entertain the most respectful 
opinions, and to regard with that degree of reverence which should 
attach to a body of men professedly congregated for purposes of rey- 
erent piety, and who are presumed to act under a consciousness of 
the observance of Him, to whom they will be required in the-end to a 
render a true and faithful account of their stewardship. That such 3 
bodies are influenced by other than honest motives, it would séem 
uncharitable to believe; yet, admit that they are all honest, (though 
we are inevitably driven to the conclusion that a part act under the 
influence of unaccountable prejudice,)—the inferrence is irrefu- 
talle that they possess a very much greater share of zeal than know- 
ledge. 

That there are many, who, under the predominancy of-a kind of 
religious frenzy, are induced to the adoption of measures and to the 
utterance of opinions and sentiments, incompatible with the benign 
and equitable precepts of that religion which they profess, is a posi- 
tion that will not be controverted. Superstition seems to be a con- 
stituent part of human nature, graduated by the strength of the in- 
tellectual faculties and the extent of education. In-woman, this 
passion, (if it may so be termed,) is much more readily excited than 
in the opposite sex, and operates with greater power. In too many 
instances, it seems to obtain full possession of the seat of reason and 
hurries its victim on, heedless of consequences, to the attainment of 
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a single object. Sensible of this trait in the human character, men 
have been found ungenerous enough to direct all their energies to 
the carrying of this individual point : it being easier to enlist the 
passions than to convince the reason. Indeed, it would not be dif- 
ficult to name men who have been received into the ministry sole- 
ly on account of their peculiar fitness to work upon the passions of 
the illiterate of both sexes ; men who were otherwise totally unqual- 
ified by nature and education for the responsible duties imposed up- 
on them. 

It is an evil, consequent on the natural constitution of society, 
that there should be weak and bad men in its train ; but that there 
are a greater number attached to some orders of christians than to 
others, is the result of an injudicious and, we should say, anti-chris- 
tian zeal, to augment, by any means, the numbers of their respec- 
tive denominations. It is a fact,known to every observer, that 
there exists between a few churches at least, of different persuasions, 
a strange spirit of rivalry ; and it is equally well known that many 
petty discreditable artifices are resorted to by each party, to awak- 
en a feeling, that shall operate exclusively to the promotion of its 
own ends and interests. Hence originate many of those difficulties 
and disreputable transactions in the christian world, which have 
done more to derogate from the character and standing of some re- 
ligious societies, than all other known causes combined. It is not a 
matter of surprise, therefore, that there should be enemies to Free- 
masonry in religious bodies. It is a thing of every day occurrence, 
to find the members of one sect at variance with the members of an- 
other ; to hear the one denounce the professions of the other, heret- 
ical and anti-christian. Shall Freemasonry then escape the censure 
and calumny of such bigotted self-righteous pretenders? {t were 
folly to expect it. . 

We wish not to be misunderstood in these remarks. We enter- 
tain no illiberal feelings towards any denomination of christians : 
we wish them all God speed in their good works, but we wish to 
see them laboring in their own vineyard, and not uniting their in- 
terests and influence with a set of desperate disappointed office- 
seekers and discarded politicians. ‘i‘heir business is to direct us to 
the haven of peace and happiness, not to the whirlpool of political 
disaster : we regard them as persons whose duty it is to cultivate 
peace on earth and goodwill among men ; not to engender strife and 
hatred ; not to set the father against the son, and the brother against 
the brother. Such things ill-become them and their sacred office. 
In every flock there are worthless sheep ; which, if retained, may 
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spread infection through the whole. We know. that there are. 
men,—professing religion,—ignorant, superstitious and vindictive. 
to the highest degree ; nor are we insensible that there are many, 
members of every church, whose piety, liberality and candor claim 

for them the respect and esteem of their fellow men. Among the 

Presbyterians, the Baptists and the Methodists, Freemasonry has, 

perhaps, more frequently found enemies than among other denom-. 
inations ; but this does not afford sufficient grounds for presuming 

that those denominations, as bodies, are specially unfriendly to our 

Institution. We may, we believe with safety, aver that two thirds. 
of the preachers of the New-England Methodist Conference, are 

zealous and good Masons ; many of them regular in their atten- 

dance, and officiating in the Lodges. The Rev. Dr. Adam Clarke, 
of England, and Bishop Hedding, formerly of this city—-men just- 

ly esteemed and reverenced by christians of every order—are firm, 
friends and supporters of Freemasonry. This is the case with most, 
intelligent and liberal divines, and should have sufficient. weight to 

silence forever the croakings of the ignorant and bigotted. Do 

these puritans consider that, when they charge the Institution with, 
being accessary to crime and immorality, they, by direct implica-, 
tion, fasten a stigma on the character of a large portion of their own, 
preachers and members ?—a stigma which, if true, must render 
them totally obnoxious to the precepts and doctrines of religion, and 
therefore disqualify them as ministers and members:—a divine can- 
not be bad here and good there ; he must either be for Christ or, 
against him. ‘They would discard all who are Masons! The. 
greatest ornaments of the church must be hypocrites, for they are. 
Freemasons ! May these good men “‘ forgive them, for they know, 
not what they do.” 

It has been truly remarked, by an eminent preacher of the Me-. 
thodist connexion, that, ‘‘ Masons do not sound a trumpet before 
them, when they give alms. But thousands of the poor and needy, 
the widows and fatherless know ; and the records of the Lodges will 
show, that Masonry is a charitable institution, Masonry has re-, 
formed and restrained from vice, its thousands, as well as Christt-. 
anily ils ten thousands. Iam acquainted with,a gentleman in 
Rhode Island, who was brought to know Christ evangelically, while 
passing through the ceremonies in the higher degrees of Masonry.— 
Indeed it is profane in any man to go through our solemnities with- 
out the fear of the All-seeing, Supreme Architect, upon his. mind.” 
How an institution that restrains men from vice, can, with proprie-, 
ty, be considered worthless and wicked, is a problem, the solution, 
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of which we leave to our accusers. In answer to the charge that, 
‘* Masonry lessens the desires of men for evangelical religion,” the 
same author observes : ‘* None but the blind will value moonlight 
so highly as the brighter beams ofthe sun. Christianity is the sun ; 
Masonry, a light borrowed from it, like the moon. If some rest in 
the profession of Masonry, without that christian experience and 
holiness, to which its ceremonies continually peint them, their folly 
and danger are only equalled by those professed christians, who 
take up the name and shadow, instead of the substance of christiani- 
ty.” 

But Freemasonry has been opposed on very different grounds. 
Carlisle, the noted infidel bookseller of London, maintained that 
Religion and Freemasonry mutually tended to support each other; 
and therefore directed his attacks against the Institution, whose se- 
crets he pretended to expose, up to the Templars’ degree. Carlisle 
was right in maintaining that Masonry was the handmaid of Reli- 
gion : he had abundance of evidence to substantiate his opinions on 
that point ; but ean those who maintain the opposite position, have 
the same evidence ?—do they act from motives so pure and honor- 
able as those which influenced this professed, and perhaps conscien- 
cious, infidel ? It is said that one of the most clamorous enemies of 
Masonry, at the west, has recently proposed to the editor of the 
Masonic Record, to ‘‘ publish an atheistic journal ! Will not the 
Christian anti-mason pause for a moment, and reflect on the com- 
pany into which he may possibly fall 2? Will he not, before he 
proceed to too great length, assure himself that he is not promoting 
the interests of Infidelity for the cause of Christ? Is it nothing 
that the originator of the Morgan excitement has publicly declared 
that, ‘‘it is his misfortune to be an Atheist 2?” With these facts 
before him, will he longer suffer himself to be led on by this man 
and his coadjutors, without first pausing to consider the probable re- 
sult? 

Were it true that the Masonic Institution is of dangerous tenden- 
cy, it is impossible that it should have existed and received the 
patronage of the wise and great and good from the remotest ages 
of antiquity. It cannot be supposed that men distinguished for 
their accomplishments, learning and virtue, would embrace princi- 
ples which are nugatory, erroneous or absurd ; neither will it be: 
said that great men occupy themselves with foolish things or cher- 
ish trifles. It has been truly and justly remarked, by a German au- 
thor, that the “order of Freemasons possesses at present many Prin- 
ces among its members; and of many of them it can truly be said that 
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they are men of great sublimity.” Ifthese princes viewed the order 
as of no importance, and only as a matter of recreation; when tired 
of great and perplexing concerns, they would visit this society the 
same as they do the chase, the theatre, and other amusements, and 
not concern themselves otherwise about it—but on the contrary, 
several of them take more than common interest in it; they enter 
into the most minute detail of its concerns, devote to its mysteries 
their time and attention, and take great interest in its exterior pros 

perity. But aside from these things, the enemies of Freemasonry 
may be assured, that if there were “ no more in our institution than 
their little minds suggest, it would have fallen to the ground ages 
past ; but the contrary being the case, they may safely conclude, 


it will continue to exist, notwithstanding any opposition, for ages 
to come.” 


Perhaps these pragmatical individuals may look upon the order 
as nugatory, because it has contributed to the diffusion of the gos 
pel without regard to the wishes or interests of any particular de- 
nomination of christians; because it contributes alike to the dis. 
tresses and wants of mankind without distinction, and without call 
ing in question any particular religious faith. Jf these things ren 
der it an evil, we grant that it is so, to an alarming extent; but we 
fear they will not be able to check it in its unrighteous career. 

We cannot offer any thing better here, than the following just re-. 
mark from the Bunker Hill Aurora, the editor of which, though not: 
a mason, seems to entertain very correct opinions of the institution, 
and of the character of the excitement which has existed in the wes- 
tern section. of the country for nearly two years past: he regards the: 
motives of the men engaged in it, in their proper light. He observes, 
“the Anti-Masonics,as they are ealled who know nothing of masonry, 
and not enough of any thing else to decide between right and 
wrong, morality and vice,are amusing the people and working them- 
selves into a fever, by insensible speculations upon the peculiarities: 
of the craft. Their ostensible object is the public good; their real one 
theirown. T'hey care nothing about the fraternity themselves, and: 
seek nothing, with a faithful devotion, but their own aggrandize- 
ment. They pretend to have great feeling on the subject ; but, 
though we wish to respect the sentiments and opinions of others,how-. 
ever widely they may differ from us, and are perfectly willing they 
should enjoy their belief, if it be honest, we must say that we think 
there is a vast deal of hypocrisy abroad in the world. We do not 
make this charge, grave and weighty asit is, with personality; but 
still we believe that there are individuals and bodies, who have gone 
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headlong into the current, at present setting against one of the most 
venerable, and for aught that we know, one of the most useful insti- 
tutions, without knowing anything of its character and objects, and 
without caring for any thing, except to “ get up an excitement,” as 
the phrase is, and fill their sails with the flattering breeze. Perchance 
they may raise a hurricane,which shall whirl their frail barks to utter 
destruction and their crews to lasting ignominy. This may not be 
hypocrisy, although it must be something but little better: a blind, 
infatuated zeal, guided by ignorance and lead on by a senseless am- 
bition. ‘They set forth that Masonry is a charitable institution, and 
therefore most vile; that it is a moral profession, and therefore most 
base; that it is a scheme of honest friendship, and therefore most am- 
biguous; that it is made up of traditionary trifles, and that Washing- 
ton, Warren and Franklin, Clinton and a host of worthies, have giv- 
en it their support in vain ; that its benevolence is malevolence ; its 
ethics immoral, and its devotions abhorrent.” 

If our accusers have any remains of modesty, if the “ asserters of 
such calumny can ever blush, they are put to the trial; for, 
whilst they deal thus freely with the principles and groundings of 
persons of the greatest honor and distinction, they are only discover- 
ing to the judicious part of mankind, the weakness of their heads.” 
‘© Seest thou a man that despiseth instruction? there is more hope of 
a fool than of him.” “If there be any virtue, if there be any praise, 
they will condemn those things.’ 





AUGUST. 
BY JAMES GRAHAME. 


Farewell, sweet summer, and thy fading flowers! 
Farewell, sweet summer, and thy woodland songs! 
No woodland note is heard, save where the hawk, 
High from her eyry, skims in circling flight, 

With all her clamorous young, first venturing forth 
On untried wing: At distance far, the sound 
Alarms the barn door flock ; the fearful dam 
Calls in her brood beneath her ruffling plumes ; 
With crowding feet they stand, and frequent peep 
Through the half opened wing. The partridge quakes 
Through the rustling corn. Ye gentle tribes, 
Think not your deadliest foe is now at hand. 
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To man, bird, beast, man is the deadliest foe ; 
*Tis he who wages universal war. 

Soon as his murderous law gives leave to wound 
The heathfowl, dweller on the mountain wild’; 
The sportsman, anxious, watching for the dawn, 
Lies turning, while his dog, in happy dreams, 
With feeble bark, anticipates the day. 

Some, ere the dawn steels o’er the deep blue lake, 
The hill ascend: vain is their eager haste,— 

The dog’s quick breath is heard panting around, 
But neither dog, nor springing game, is seen 

Amid the floating mist; short interval 

Of respit to the trembling dewy wing. 

Ah, many a bleeding wing, ere mid day hour, 
Shall vainly flap the purple bending heath. 
Fatigued, at noon, the spoiler seeks the shade 

Of some lone oak, fast by tue rocky stream, 

The hunter’s rest, in days of other years, 

When sad the voice of Cona, in the gale, 
Lamenting the song of Selma sung. 



















How changeful, Caledonia is thy clime! 
Where is the sun beam that but now so bright 
Played on the dimpling brook? Dark o’er the heath 
A deepning gloom is hung ; from clouds high piled 
On clouds, the sudden flash glances ; the thunder 
Rolls far, reverberating ’mong the cliffs ; 

Nor pause ; but ere the echo of one peal 

Has ceased, another, louder still, the ear appals. 
The sporting lamb hastes to its mother’s side ; 

The shepherd stoops into the mountain cave, 

At every momentary flash illumed 

Back to its innermost recess, where gleams 

The vaulted spar ; the eagle, sudden smote, 

Falls to the ground lifeless ; beneath the wave 

The sea-fowl plunges ; fast the rain descends ; 
The whitened streams, from every mountain side, 


Rush to the valley, tinging far the lake. 
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“helps. Among these, may be numbered the Masonic order, in whose 
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AN ADDRESS, 


Delivered before Columbus Lodge, No. 5, at Columbus, Mississippi, on 


27th December, 1827. 
Communicated for the Amaranth. 


The moral condition of man, when viewed with feelings of be- 
nevolence, is a subject of deep interest. It is one upon whicha 
good man cannot dwell without peculiar emotions. Though there 
is to be seen, here and there,a bright spot and a cheering hope, 
yet in view of a!l that man is, and has been, the heart is filled with 
sorrow for the miseries of human life. ‘This may be truly and em- 
phatically called a wor!d of darkness, misery and death. 

To alleviate these distresses and improve the condition of man, is 
the ultimate object of every benevolent and well regulated institu- 
tion. The christian religion has been, is, and ever will be, the only 
effectual means of producing a thorough renovation in the condition 
of our fallen race. This, unlike all other institutions, is of divine 
authority, and not only makes far better the condition of man here, 
but points out the only true way of deliverance from the miseries 
hereafter. 

All other institutions are of human invention, and relate only to { 
the improvement of the condition of man in this life ; except as they 
become blended with the christian religion, and serve as mutual 
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behalf we are called this day to act. This institution, for its anti- 
quity, far exceeds any other of human authority, now in existence; 
and may be traced through the annals of time, back at least, toa 
period:so early as one thousand two hundred years before the com- 
mencement of the christian era. But with regard to its antiquity, 
we have no particular concern at present. The merits of the in- 
stitution, as it now exists, and its moral influence upon society, are 
helps, by which we are to form an opinion of its claims upon the 
esteem of a candid public. 

Aware that there are many objections, and a great variety of 
sentiments and feelings,respecting the principles and moral influence 
of this order, I would most gladly be excused from the duty that 
now seems to devolve upon me, and leave the rights of our institu- 
tion to be tested at that future tribunal, where all that is good will 
be defended and rewarded, and all that is evil will be condemned 
and mect with merited punishment. But duty to this fraternity, 
and the cause of humanity at large, impe!s me on the present occa- 
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sion, to solicit a candid hearing, and ask an unprejudiced decision. 

It is not our object to exaggerate the claims of Masonry. We 
would only ask for that place in the public estimation, that is given 
to other moral institutions, whose claims upon the esteem of every 
good man, do not exceed those of this. We must claim the privi- 
lege of being in possession of better means of forming correct con- 
clusions, with regard to its real merit, than those can be, who know 
nothing of the principles on which it is founded and conducted. 

It is a truth that needs not to be substantiated, that, there are 
many among the great mass of society, of almost every rank and 
order, who hesitate not to lay upon us the charge that, our works 
are those of darkness, every way replete with mischief. ‘The 
voice of censure is heard from the vile and profligate, as it is also, 
from the higher and better classes of society. And—oh that it were 
not the case !—yet truth constrains us to say, that none are more in- 
vective in their censures, than many within the pale of the church. 
Here we might look for compassion, and reasonably expect to meet 
with charitable feeling ; and though we would fondly hope, that 
such is the fact in some instances, yet in many others we find a sad 
reverse. Some, who in the public estimation, are among the first 
in reputation for wisdom and piety, have stooped from that eleva- 
tion, to which their worth has entitled them, to reproach the Ma- 
sonic order with all that is vile and contemptible. Were their re- 
proaches confined to private remarks, we would be more reconciled ; 
but they do not stop here. We find their animosities recorded in 
their public journals, and thus they exhibit to future generations, 
their condemnatory sentence of an institution, of whose principles 
they are not, neither can they ever be, till initiated as its members, 
qualified to form correct conclusions. 

We do not feel this to be just. We cannot call itcandour. But 
they go still further. ‘They not only condemn the principles of the 
order, but when those who feel and know her worth, rise up in de- 
fence of their institution, these great and good men are disposed to 
treat all that may be said in its favour, as hypocrisy and vain dis- 
simulation. 

Were this uncandid course of treatment confined to the vulgar 
‘and profligate, to the irreligious and profane, it would be passed by 
as unworthy of our notice. It is what every gcod man may rea- 
sonably expect from such. But when we hear it drop from the 
lips, and see it recorded in the journals of those who are the pro- 
fessed friends of our holy religion, and are in high reputation for 
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wisdom and piety, and whom, on account of their worth as chris- 
tians and citizens, we would most tenderly regard and love, the 
heart of every worthy mason sinks within him, and every feeling 
of humanity receives a deadly shock. Oh!—how much better 
would these good men be adorned, if they would treat the princi- 
ples of our institution with a candid silence. 

We would not say that these sentiments admit of universal ap- 
plication. There are many, who act wisely, and say as little as 
they know on this subject. A commendable course for all, who 
find themselves inclined to speak of subjects concerning which they 
have ng knowledge. 

This mass of prejudice, (for such we must term it) does not 
seem to originate in what the principles of the order are known to 
be, for they need only be known, and they will commend them- 
selves to any enlightened, candid and unprejudiced mind. But it 
is founded upon an inference drawn from the manner in which 
some of its professed members conduct themselves. 

That there is a lamentable deficiency in this respect, will not be 
denied. We readily acknowledge, though it should be a subject 
of painful regret to everv benevolent mind, that it is too often, yea, 
very frequently the case, that some who bear the name and wear 
the badges of a Mason, are extremely deficient in their duty, and 
deserve disapprobation from every good man. 

It is not uncommon to find them in the circles of the lewd, pro- 
fane and intemperate ; and associated in scenes highly disgraceful, 
not only to Masonry, but to humanity itself. We are aware too, 
that in far too many instances, the standard of practical masonry is 
fixed so low, that it cannot be approved by the morals of a religious 
community. And give me leave to say also, that it is fixed far be- 
low what the principles of our institution will possibly justify. 

These are facts which cannot, and will not be denied. But they 
are such as we deeply lament, and such as fill, with painful regret, 
the heart of every good Mason. 

These facts may be urged as objections to those members who 
conduct themselves unworthy of their privileges, and also, as ob- 
jections to that course of discipline which does not comport with 
that strict moral principle upon which this institution is founded. 
But this is their full extent. If we admit that no institution is good, 
but those whose discipline, and the life of whose members, are in 
every particular, strictly consistent with the principles on which 
such institutions are founded, where, let me ask, could one be 
found, in this degenerate world, that could be called good? 
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Let us consider for a moment where this course of reasoning 
would lead. If this be admitted as correct, every good and moral 
institution would be at once overthrown. ‘The moment we do this, 
we strike at the very root of our holy religion, and lay prostrate in 
the dust the hopes of thousands, who have trusted their all both 
for time and eternity, to the purity of the principles of the gospel. 
We must condemn christianity as imperfect, and the whole christian 
community as fatally deluded. In short, we condemn, at once, all 
that is dear to the heart of man, and destroy all that can in any 
possible way relieve the distresses of bleeding humanity. 

We must, therefore, disclaim the idea, as extremely erroneous, 
that would condemn an institution, simply because some of its 
members, instead of esteeming their privileges, despise and abuse 
them. 

There are other objections which are frequently urged against 
our order, but they are all equally fallacious and unfounded as 
those that have been considered, and if traced in all their bearings, 
might be shown to be mere phantoms of a disordered imagination. 
We would therefore pass by them for the present, and briefly con- 
sider some of the general principles on which our institution is 
founded and conducted. 

It should be considered rather as a moral, than as a religious in- 
stitution. Its rites and ceremonies are not of Divine authority, and 
consequently are not obligatory on all, as are the sacramental rites 
and ceremonies of the christian religion. But its moral precepts, 
which are taken exclusively from the sacred scriptures, are obliga- 
tory, not only upon Freemasons, but upon the whole family of man. 
The moral law, a summary of which was given upon Mount Sinai, 
is the regulating law of the conduct of every Freemason, towards 
his God, and towards his fellow man; not as a member of the hu- 
man family only, but as a member of a body, which has solemnly 
and voluntarily adopted it as the foundation of their order, and the 
rule of their government. 

Within our body is inculcated, taking the inspired volume for our 
guide, a strict adherence to the cherishing and practising of every 
moral and social virtue. All those parts of Scripture, ‘given to re- 
gulate intercourse between man and man, aie specifically enjoined 
upon every initiated member. It is implicitly and positively re- 
quired of him, to maintain an unblemished character, in all the 
walks of life. He is taught to restrain, and as far as possible, en- 
tirely to eradicate the evil propensities of his nature, and to culti- 
vate and bring into vigorous action, all the better properties of the 
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soul. He is taught particular watchfulness and circumspection, 
over all his words and actions, and to cherish towards all, a spirit of 


‘universal benevolence. 


* * * * * * x * 


[The remark here omitted is of a doctrinal nature, and though 
in a degree it may be correct, does not, as it now stands, harmo- 
nize with our feelings or views on the subject. If gentlemen must 
discuss the tenets of religion in their Masonic-discourses, let their 
remarks be of a general character. Masonry has nothing to do 
with the particular tenets of any order of christians. It is ungene- 
rous in an orator when called upon to address a public assembly of 
Masons, composed of men of every creed, to attempt to enforce a 
belief of his own particular doctrines. Masonry acknowledges no 
distinction in religious matters. She regards them all with the 
same reverential respect and esteem. ]—Ebp. 


If we consider the objects of the institution, its claims upon our 
approbation become no less urgent. Its general object is, to re- 
lieve the distresses of fallen humanity. When we look abroad in 
the earth and see how replete it is with the objects of misery and 
distress ; when we consider those vices, which have thrown a world 
into this abyss of human wretchedness ; when we take into view 
the victims of intemperance, lewdness, and every kind of debauch- 
ery, wallowing in their own shame, and debased even below the 
brutal creation ; the benevolent heart, pained at the awful picture, 
looks around for an antidote to these human sufferings. 

The herald of the cross, moved with pity, raises his eye to heaven, 
and points to the scenes of Calvary, and bids them look and live. 
Here we know is to be found, the only relief for these human mi- 
series. 

But does the christian church need no aid in the accomplishment 
of her great and glorious work ? Andcan she find none? Are all 
other associations of men to look on with a cold indifference and 
not lift a hand for the relief of these distresses ? Cannot the unit- 
ed effort of a moral institution facilitate the operations of the 
church? Certainly so. And we believe none is capable of be- 
coming a more powerful auxiliary in this good work, than the Ma- 
sonic fraternity. 

The beneficial effects of this institution abundantly evince its 
utility. Among all the accusations alleged against it, I do not re- 


, collect ever to have seen or heard of their being guilty of making 


good men bad, or in any way distilling corrupt principles into the 
minds of youth. And I have no knowledge of a single instance, 
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where the morals of any individual have been corrupted, by the 
influence of this institution. But on the contrary, innumerable in- 
stances might be mentioned, wherein the vicious have been re- 
claimed, the immoral reformed, and the respectable restrained from 
falling into the destructive abyss of vice and licentionsness.— 
Where that discipline is maintained which its principles inculcate, 
I hesitate not to say, that no other mere moral institution, ever has 
or can exert a more powerful influence upon the moral improve- 
ment of the civilized world. And we have much reason to believe, 
that the moral condition of man, would have been far below what 
it now is, had it not been for the influence which this ancient body 
has exerted in its favour. We might add also, the numberless or- 
phans and widows, who by its liberal hand of charity, have been 
delivered from the deepest distress and the most abject misery. In 
short, all the good that has been done by this benevolent institu- 
tion, cannot, and probably will not be known, till time:shall be no 
more, and all things shall be displayed, and meet a final issue, be- 
fore assembled worlds. 

From what has been said, it will be inferred that the claims of 
this institution stand high in our esteem. This we most frankly 
and with great pleasure acknowledge. However it may be esteem- 
ed by a portion of the enlightened community, or the world at 
large, it must have our high esteem for the purity of its principles, 
and its beneficial influence upon the moral condition of man. We 
must not be understood to say, that no evil results from the bad 
conduct of some, and even many of its members ; or that there are 
not many imperfections in all. But this we must say, that no im- 
moral man, or scoffer, or deist, or atheist, or he who dares cast the 
sacred scriptures behind his back, or trample upon its holy precepts, 
and sacred institutions with impunity ; though he may often ap- 
pear in the badges of a Mason, yet no such person is worthy of a 
seat within the body of any just and lawfully constituted lodge of 
Freemasons. Heér gates should forever stand barred against the 
intrusion of al} such, and the hand of every member raised in op- 
position to their entrance. 

But though there are some bad men belonging to the order, does 
it follow that, they would not have been bad men, if they had not 
been members of it? And though there may be much evil re- 
sulting from their improper conduct, does it necessarily fellow that, 
the principles on which our institution is: founded, are the cause of 
that evil? Is it not much more reasonable to suppose that they 
would have been equally bad, and their conduct equally injurious, 
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if they never had seen a Lodge room : or if there have been soli- 
tary instances of men being made worse, it would only prove that 
there might be a deficiency in the discipline of those Lodges to 
which they belong. 

For if that course of discipline, which alone is consistent with 
our principles, be adopted and enforced, no immoral man could 
gain a seat, or long retain one, when gained, while he remained 
such. 

In view of what has been said, let us candidly consider the claims 
that this ancient, moral, and benevolent institution, seems to have 
upon our charitable feelings. Is it worthy of the united exertion of 
the good and the great to alleviate the miseries of human life, and 
to pity and relieve the orphan and widow in distress ? 1s it worthy 
of our object to give a check to the prevailing vices and immorali- 
ties of the land; to promote good order in society, and thus to in- 
crease the blessings and render far greater the happiness of civi- 
lized life? Oh, yes !—high heaven has made it the duty of every 
intelligent being, to feel and weep for others woes; and as we 
would that others should do to us, so we must doto them. The 
awful picture of human wo, and the multiplied sufferings of bleed- 
ing humanity, call loudly, upon every benevolent heart, for that 
comforting, supporting, cheering hand that can lend relief, and 
drive away the pangs of wo? 

But my brethren, to us the privilege is given, and it is one that 
should not be lightly esteemed, to know more of the benefits of our 
order than can be known to others. We are aware of the various 
objections that are alleged against it, and the extreme prejudice 
which every where extensively exists. Many of those objections, 
and much of this prejudice, has doubtless arisen from the unfaith- 
fulness of its professed friends. We know, and deeply feel, that 
far too much occasion is given for censure to rest somewhere. 
When one member suffers, all suffer. A failure in one, brings a 
reproach upon the whole body. However unreasonable it may 
seem, that the whole should suffer for the misdemeanor of an indi- 
vidual, yet the want of candour is such, that it is to be expected. 
It remains for us then, as we regard the interest of our institution, 
and the welfare of each other, that we be faithful to our obligations, 
and true to our trust ; that we exhibit a correct deporiment in all 
the walks of life, with a deliberate determination that its interests 
shall not suffer by our neglect. In this way the shafts of those who 


oppose themselves will be averted and fall to the ground without 
injury to us. 
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That this may be effected, let us strictly adhere to the solemn and 
important instructions received in our assemblies ; let the mind be 
solemnly and deeply impressed with the nature of our obligations ; 
and let us assiduously carry into daily practical use the precepts 
there received. And, oh! let us be cautious, and never think our- 
selves out of danger in this degenerate world. The great enemy 
of all good has fixed his fatal snares think around and waits to 
lead his willing captives blindfolded to ruin. ‘The prevailing vices 
of the day, are so many weapons, wielded by this prince of dark- 
ness, to render human misery as great as possible. Let us with all 
possible fortitude stand aloof from them, and assidu@psly avoid 
every alluring charm that would lead us to them. Beware of these 
destroyers of all that is dear to man, for they are subtle in the ex- 
treme, and seize upon their votaries before they are aware. 

My brethren, if we would be an ornament to our institution, we 
must be good men. If we would be good citizens, good associates, 
good Masons, we must set our faces as a flint against every vice. 
The duty we owe to ourselves, and to each other, the duty we owe 
to the cause of humanity, and to our God, our prosperity and hap- 
piness here, and our immortal welfare hereafter, all unite to add 
weight and importance to this subject. Our obligations to defend 
the rights, and seek the best interests of this institution, are both 
sacred and solemn. Its precepts and its requirements are binding 
upon us. We have voluntarily obligated ourselves, in the most 
solemn manner, that we will regard them; and we cannot, we 
must not violate them with impunity. ‘They extend to every mo- 
ment of our lives, and to all our intercourse among ourselves, and 
with our fellow men. We cannot, intentionally and knowingly, 
violate them and be guiltless. 

‘But, my brethren, we must not forget our high and important 
destination. The claims of this institution upon us, are great ; but 
let us ever keep in mind, that our concerns end not with this life. 

The benefits of this institution serve as helps to lead us to the 
borders of eternity, and there they stop. Beyond is an endless, 
unknown existence. ‘The benefits of no earthly institution, how- 
ever pure in its principles, can qualify us to enter there in peace. 
It istmmortality. All that appertains to it is cf infinite importance 
tous. It is a vast eternity. There our destiny is fixed. There 
you and I must go. And where shall we look forhelp? The 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, my brethren, is our help. The bleed- 
ing, dying son of God. He is our only sure deliverance from the 
miseries that await the wicked. 
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We may perform all the relative and social duties of which hu- 
man nature is capable, and we shall still be dead in trespasses and 
sins, without a quickening ray of divine life ; and this can come 
only from him. Our natures must be renovated, our hearts chang- 
ed, or we must meet the awful doom of the ungodly. 

To this Saviour we are invited, by heaven, to flee as our only 
hope of immortal bliss. Let us then take to this refuge without 
delay ; for time swiftly passes; an eternity, with all its solemn 
realities, comes hastening on apace. A few more days, or a few 
more weeks, must close the scenes of life, and all her troubles will 
be over. 

But, O ! the sorrows of the life to come ! who can bear them ? 
No concerns should prevent our escaping them ;—no delays should 
furebode their coming. O ! look then, my brother, to the Lion of 
the tribe of Juda.--O ! look to heaven. ‘There sits the bleeding, 
dying Saviour, and he bids you come. Believe in him, and all is 
well ;—stay away, and all is lost. 


- 


a— 2S |e het ll SOlUC—CO CA hCU lO 


a —_~_~_ ae 





BEAUTIFUL MORCEAU, 





“¢T once had launch’d a little bark, 
And in it all my wealth consign’d ; 

Nor thought alas! of billows dark, 

fi Nor of the angry, faithless wind. 

3 i But soon ’twas dash’d upon a rock, 

” And sunk—to rise again? no, never : 

Too weak to bear the storm’s rude shock, 





’T was lost forever. 






That little bark was in my heart, 
Which on the sea of life was cast, 
With pride I saw it then depart ; 
The storm was disappointment’s blast ; 
My every hope, by fancy deck’d, 
I put on board :—Return they’!l never ; 
The rock was Fate, on which ’twas wreck’d, 
And lost forever. 


OR, MASONIC GARLAND. 


LIFE OF THE HON. MRS. ALDWORTH. 
AN EMINENT FREEMASON ! 


‘*‘ The Hon. Mrs. Aldworth, the amiable subject of the present me- 
moir, was second daughter of Arthur St. Leger, Lord V. Doneraile, 
and Baron Kilmeaden, by Eliza Hayes, daughter of John Hayes, 
of Winchelsea, in the county of Sussex, Esq. The family is very 
ancient and honorable. Her ancestor, Sir Anthony St. Leger, of 
the county of Kent, Knight of the Garter, ‘‘ unts nobilium secre- 
tioris Camere Regis,” succeeded Sir William Brereton, as Lord 
Deputy of Ireland, in the reign of Henry VIII, and was sworn July 
25, 1540, at Christ Church, Dublin, in the form following : as it 
appears in Borlace’s Reduction of Ireland,* and was five times 
Lord Deputy or Lieutenant, during that and the succeeding reigns, 
and died in the reign of Queen Mary, on March 12th, 1569, at Ul- 
comb, in Kent, the ancient seat of the family. Before this Sir An- 
thony, was held the Parliament at Dublin, June 13, and 23d Henry 
viii. in which the king and his successors were declared kings, and 
not lords of Ireland, which title was confirmed the 7th of the ides of 
June, 1555, by Paulthe iv, Pope of Rome.t His son Sir Wareham, 
and grandson, Sir William, were both Lords Presidents of Munster, 
Sir William’s eldest son William, was slain at Newbury, inthe ser- 
vice of King Charles I, hissecond son John was married to Lady 
Mary, daughter of Arthur, Earl of Donegal, whose eldest son Arthur 
was married to Elizabeth,daughter of John Hayes Esq. as before sta- 


mu shall swear that you shall faithfully and truly to your power, 

s 1 our Sovereign Lord the King’s Majesty, in the room and authority 
of .ord Deputy and Chief Governor of this his Realm of {reland, you shall 
m. ‘ntain and defend the laws of God and the christian faith ; you shall 
to your power not only keep his Majesty’s peace amongst his people, 
but also maintain his officers and ministers in the execution and adminis- 
tration of justice—you shall defend his Majesty’s castles, garrisons, do- 
minions, people and subjects of this Realm, and repress his rebels and en- 
emies—you shall not consent to the damage and disherizen of his 
majesty, his heirs or successors ; neither shall you suffer the right of the 
crown to be destroyed by any way, but shall let it to your power ; and 
if you cannot let the same, ‘you shail certify his majesty clearly and ex- 
pressly thereof; you shall give your true and faithful council for the 
king’s majesty’s pre‘it ; and his highness’ council you shall conceal and 
keep ; all other things for the preservation of his majesty’s Realm of Ire- 
land, the peace among his people, the execution of his justice, according 
to his majesty’s laws, usages and customs of this his highness’s realm, 
you shall perform and do to your power. 

So God you help and the contents of this book. 

+ Council of Trent, folio 392. 

Smith. Borlace. 
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ted; he was the first Lord V. Doneraile, and father to the Hon. 
Mrs. Aldworth. ‘The ancient name of the family, appears to have 
been De sancto Leodegario, corruptly St. Leger, and Sellenger,§ 
but names are of little importance, where true nobility of heart dig- 
nifies the race,and while hereditary worth confers on the descendants 
of St. Leger more valuable and lasting honors than the Herald’s 
officerscan bestow. Elza, our present subject, was married to Rich- 
ard Aldworth, of Newmarket, in the county of Cork, Esq. a highly 
respectable and ancient family, long celebrated for their hospitality 
and other virtues, and now deriving additional honor from this lady’s 
having been the only female who was ever initiated in the Ancient 
and Honourable mystery of Free Masonry. How she attained this 
honor, we shall now lay before our readers, having, from unceasing 
application to the best sources, obtained the only genuine informa- 
tion that has been laid before the public. ‘That duty performed, we 
shall return with pleasure to the more grateful task, an endeavor to 
to draw the character of a woman whose life was a model of virtue 
sweetened and adorned by all the amiable qualities that grace and 
dignify the female character. Lord Doneraile, Mrs. Aldworth’s 
father, who was a very zealous Mason, held a warrant in his own 
hands, and occasionally opened lodge at Doneraile House, his sons 
and some intimate friends in the neighbourhood assisting, and it is 
said that never were the Masonic duties more rigidly performed, or 
the business of the craft more sincerely purused, than by the breth- 
of No. 150, the number of their warrant. 

It appears that previous to the initiation ofa gentleman to the first 
steps of Masonry, Mrs. Aldworth, who was thena young girl, hap- 
pened to be in an apartment adjoining the room, usually used as a 
Lodge room, this room, at the time undergoing some repair and al- 
teration—amongst other things the wall was considerably reduced 
in one part, for the purpose of making a saloon—--the young woman 
having distinctly heard the voices, and prompted by the curiosity 
natural to all, to see somewhat of this mystery, so long and so se- 
eretly locked up from the publick view--she had the courage with 
scissors to pick a brick from the wall, and actually witnessed the 
awful and mysterious ceremony through the two first steps; curiosity 
gratified, fear at once took possession of her mind, and those who 
understand this passage, well know what the feelings must be, of 


§Clarke, the famous officious man, was the son of a soldier in Sir 
Richard Aldworth’s corps, and was one of the many unfortunates who 


-sought refuge in the mansion of Newmarket. His skeleton is now in the 


anatomy room in the college of Dublin. 
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any person who could have the same opportunity, of unlawfully be- 
holding that ceremony, let them then judge what must be the feel- 
ing of a young girl ; she saw no mode of escape but through the very 
room where the concluding part of the second step was still perfor- 
ming and that being at the farend, and the room a very large one, 
she had again resolution sufficient to attempt her escape that way, 
and with light but trembling step and almost suspended breath, she 
glided along unobserved by the Lodge, laid her hand on the handle, 
and softly opening the door, before her stooda grim and surly 
Tyler, with his long rusty sword; her shriek alarmed the Lodge, who 
allrushing to the door, were informed by the Tyler that she had been 
in the room during the ceremony. It was then immediately propo- 
sed that she should be regularly initiated; this she agreed to, and 
they conducted the beautiful and terrified young creature through 
those trials which are sometimes more than enough for masculine 
resolution, little thinking they were taking into the bosom of the 
craft a member that would afterwards reflect a lustre on the annals 
of Masonry. 

Mrs. Aldworth is said to have possessed that construction of coun- 
tenance which may not claim the appellation of beautiful ; a certain 
air of dignity, to which the benevolence of her heart and sweetness of 
her disposition gave a character irresistably attractive, more than 
compensated the deficiency. It was a countenance that gave en- 
couragement to the unfortunate to put in their petitions, and assur- 
ance that their distresses would be alleviated; having however, ob- 
tained the foregoing particulars, from persons who only knew this 
lady in the last years of her life, what she might have been in her 
youth, we can only collect from the portrait, which though taken at 
an advanced period, still retains, if not the resemblance of beauty, 
the traits and lineaments of a fine countenance, only a little shaken 
and defaced by time. 

Tho’ the memory of Mrs. Aldworth’s beauty may have past away, 
which in a long life of 80 years, is no improbable conjecture, though 
the bloom and charms of the young St. Leger, may be sought for 
in vain in the countenance of our beneyolent sister, the almost divine 
character which it pleased heaven to stamp upon her uncommon 
mind, has left so many memorials behind, that no doubt this part 
of her history must indeed be blind incredulity. 

The truth is, her heart and hand, ever open to the sufferings and 
to the claims of sorrow and distress, almost prevented supplication 
by their promptitude to relieve, nor let it be supposed that this spir- 
it of beneficence circumscribed a circle round its action, or confined 
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its influence—no ; for though her brethren in distress had the first 
claims on her liberality, it was not the less open or less bountiful 
to the unenlightened. Best of women, mother tothe motherless, 
friend to the friendless, benignant and generous soul, who from the 
bosom of affluence didst hear the wretches cry, and fly from the ta- 
ble of luxury, bear comfort to the hovel of wretchedness, wipe the 
unobtrusive tear from the eye of retired misery. In the active grat- 
ification of her hospitable and benevolent heart, she did not neg- 
lect the other duties of the craft, she was, as far as she went, a most 
exemplary Mason, and has presided as master of her lodge, 
which she headed frequently in masonic order of procession, and it 
was her custom on those occasions, to precede the Lodge in an open 
phaeton. Her liberality to masons it is unnecessary to dwell upon, 
one of whom in distress, never turned his back upon her magnifi- 
cent and hospitable dwelling unrelieved. One circumstance before 
we conclude, deserves notice, as it is a handsome lesson to those who 
boast the superiority of manly discretion and understanding, yet err 
in this particular. Mrs. A. had such a veneration for masonry, that 
she would never suffer it to be spoken lightly of in her hearing, nor 
would she touchon the subject, but with the greatest caution, in 
company even with her most intimate friends, whom she did not 
know to be masons, and when she did,it was under evident embar- 
rasment, and a trembling apprehension, lest she may in a mo- 
ment of inadvertence, commit a breach of masonic duty. Thus 
lived this pattern of female excellence, we had almost said of human 
perfection, dispensing, like a principal of good, comfort and happi- 
ness to all around her, till He that gave thought proper to call her 
to participate in the joys of His eternal kingdom. Her death, it is 
said, was occasioned by the imprudent administration of laudanum 
in a slight indisposition. We cannot conclude this sketch better 
than by giving a paragraph which appeared in a print of the day, 
on occasion of her death. 

‘©On Monday last, died at Newmarket in this county, the Hon. 
Mrs. Aldworth, the wife of Richard Aldworth, Esq. M. P.-she liv- 
ed to the age of 80, and such were the effects of her early education, 
under the good Lord Doneraile, her father, and her own happy 
disposition, that from her infancy perhaps there passed not a day 
which might have been distinguished by some one act of her benev- 
olence or charity, she lived for the most part of her time in the coun- 
try, in the midst of tenants to whom her house gfforded the most 
cheerful hospitality; the meanest of them, when their wants requir- 
ed it, had access to her, and when the indigent or sick called on her, 
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she never failed to dispense her favours with bounty and humanity, 
which a large fortune enabled her, and a still larger soul induced 
her to bestow—-indeed, Heaven seemed to have appointed her guar- 
dian of the poor, whom she relieved without ostentation. She pos- 
sessed the fairest sentiments of religion, and as if the manner of the 
death was meant, as an anticipation of that happiness which awaited 
her, she spent in slumbers her last hours, those hours so very dread- 
ful in the general, without the least pain or opposition, her mind 
quite disengaged from a world in which she did her own duty, 
whilst the tears and lamentations of thousands about her, expressed 
their feelings for their kind benefactress. 











THE WEDDING DAY. 
{ Communicated. 


And now the solemn rite that binds 

In Love forever, kindred minds, 

Is sealed in heaven, to crown your life, 
With God’s choice gift, a virtuous wife : 
Let Incence from your altar rise, 

To him who rules the earth and skies; 
And when you rise or kneel to pray 
Remember then your Wedding Day. 


Should anxious cares disturb your rest, 

Or passions rage within your breast; 
Should foes invade to mar your peace 

And all your present comforts cease, 

Then raise your thoughts to God in prayer, 
And then you’ll find your God is there, 

To wipe your flowing tears away 

And bring again your Wedding Day. 


And while prosperity attends, 
Surrounded by your dearest friends, 
And health and peace and joy conspire 
To lure your soul with life’s desire! 

Be watchful, prayerful, humble, pure, 
And make your heavenly treasure sure, 
For earthly joys must soon decay, 

And death succeed the Wedding Day. 
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to the unenlightened. Best of women, mother tothe motherless, 
friend to the friendless, benignant and generous soul, who from the 
bosom of affluence didst hear the wretches cry, and fly from the ta- 
ble of luxury, bear comfort to the hovel of wretchedness, wipe the 
unobtrusive tear from the eye of retired misery. In the active grat- 
ification of her hospitable and benevolent heart, she did not neg- 
lect the other duties of the craft, she was, as far as she went, a most 
exemplary Mason, and has presided as master of her lodge, 
which she headed frequently in masonic order of procession, and it 
was her custom on those occasions, to precede the Lodge in an open 
phaeton. Her liberality to masons it is unnecessary to dwell upon, 
one of whom in distress, never turned his back upon her magnifi- 
cent and hospitable dwelling unrelieved. One circumstance before 
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know to be masons, and when she did,it was under evident embar- 
rasment, and a trembling apprehension, lest she may in a mo- 
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perfection, dispensing, like a principal of good, comfort and happi- 
ness to all around her, till He that gave thought proper to call her 
to participate in the joys of His eternal kingdom. Her death, it is 
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in a slight indisposition. We cannot conclude this sketch better 
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on occasion of her death. 

‘On Monday last, died at Newmarket in this county, the Hon. 
Mrs. Aldworth, the wife of Richard Aldworth, Esq. M. P.-she liv- 
ed to the age of 80, and such were the effects of her early education, 
under the good Lord Doneraile, her father, and her own happy 
disposition, that from her infancy perhaps there passed not a day 
which might have been distinguished by some one act of her benev- 
olence or charity, she lived for the most part of her time in the coun- 
try, in the midst of tenants to whom her house afforded the most 
cheerful hospitality; the meanest of them, when their wants requir- 
ed it, had access to her, and when the indigent or sick called on her, 
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she never failed to dispense her favours with bounty and humanity, 
which a large fortune enabled her, and a still larger soul induced 
her to bestow--indeed, Heaven seemed to have appointed her guar- 
dian of the poor, whom She relieved without ostentation. She pos- 
sessed the fairest sentiments of religion, and as if the manner of the 
death was meant, as an anticipation of that happiness which awaited 
her, she spent in slumbers her last hours, those hours so very dread- 
ful in the general, without the least pain or opposition, her mind 
quite disengaged from a world in which she did her own duty, 
whilst the tears and lamentations of thousands about her, expressed 
their feelings for their kind benefactress. 











THE WEDDING DAY. 
{ Communicated. 


And now the solemn rite that binds 

In Love forever, kindred minds, 

Is sealed in heaven, to crown your life, 
With God’s choice gift, a virtuous wife : 
Let Incence from your altar rise, 

To him who rules the earth and skies; 
And when you rise or kneel to pray 
Remember then your Wedding Day. 


Should anxious cares disturb your rest, 

Or passions rage within your breast; 
Should foes invade to mar your peace 

And all your present comforts cease, 

Then raise your thoughts to God in prayer, 
And then you’ll find your God is there, 

To wipe your flowing tears away 

And bring again your Wedding Day. 


And while prosperity attends, 
Surrounded by your dearest friends, 
And health and peace and joy conspire 
To lure your soul with life’s desire! 

Be watchful, prayerful, humble, pure, 
And make your heavenly treasure sure, 
For earthly joys must soon decay, 

And death succeed the Wedding Day. 
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And when th’ Archangel’s trump shall sound, 

And wake the saints beneath the ground, 

O may you burst your mouldering tomb, 

And rise in everlasting bloom ! 

And as a star, in heaven shine; 

And sing with angels Love divine; 

Till endless ages roll away 

In one eternal Wedding Day. T. 
Dedham, June 1, 1828. 








A FRAGMENT. 


In the West stands our Doric column ; on it rests the plumb, 
square, and level, under which is inscribed strencGTH ! it being 
the great support of the masonic edifice: Its capital is enriched 
with taste and elegance ; and, on its base is written, Memento 
Mori ! ! !--We have elevated our Jonic pillar in the South: it is 
ornamented with seauty: On it, the gauge, the gavel, and the 
glass: Around its shaft,—Vide ! Audi! Tace ! and its capital is 
wrought with curious ornaments of lily, net-work, and pomegra- 
nates ; manifesting the peace, unity, and plenty, which surround 
it. Inthe East appears our majestic Corinthian. On the architrave 
of the column....‘* Sit lux et lux fuit !”’ and on the vase ofthe cap- 
jtal is engraven wispom. Here is suspended the square, to which 
is attached the various implements of Masonry ; demonstrative of 
the equity of a good Mason’s heart, and the multiplicity of incen- 
tives which excite to virtuous actions.—These are improvements 
which are essential to us as Masons ; for we hold ourselves morally 
responsible to Him, “ who holds the reins of the universe in his 
hands,” “ to subdue the passions, act upon the square, keep a tongue 
of good report, maintain secrecy, and practise charity.” We pro- 
fess brotherly love, relief, and truth. The cardinal virtues are 
ours ; and our best wisheg are, that our actiong may at all times, 
correspond with our professions, and be considered only nominal 
distinctions, holding, the same relation as cause and effect ; the one 
never to exist without the other. Our wishes are, that our theory 
and practice may. never suffer the ‘‘ amputating knife” of dissension 
to pass between them: But, meeting like ‘‘ wisdom and truth ; ” 
and, like “‘ righteousness and peace” embracing each other ; may 
they converze to the point of duty ; follow the line of benevolence ; 
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rise in basso-reltevo on the superfictes of wisdom, and be manifested 
in the solid enjoyments of rational existence. Should our wishes be 
answered, we shall live like men ! we shall act like men ! and when 
the ‘‘ king of terrors” comes, vested with his mission, we shall meet 
him wtih a smile, bid him welcome, and die like men ! 


THE MOTHER. 
TO HER DYING INFANT. 





Go ! lovely one, yes go to rest, 

Where the weeping willows wave ; 
And leave the bosom thou hast prest, 
For the pillows of the grave. 


Go ! lovely one, to earth’s embrce ; 
Nor wake again to weep ; 

Loan in the robes of righteousness, 
Thou'lt burst thy dreamless sleep. 


Go ! lovely one, why linger here ? 
The band must now be riven ; 

And thou shalt find a lovlier sphere, 
Amid the radient smiles of Heaven. 


INTEMPERANCE, 









‘¢ War its thousand slays, 
Peace its ten thousand. In the embattled plain 
Tho’ death exults, and claps its raven wings, 

¥et reigns he not even there so absolute, 

So merciless, as in yon frantic scenes 

Of midnight revel and tumultuous mirth ; 

Where, in the intoxicating drought concealed, 

Or couched beneath the glance of lawless love, 

He snares the simple youth, who naught suspecting: 
Means to be blest ;—but finds himself undone. 


(Communicated. 
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THE AMARANTH: 


MASONIC INTELLIGENCE. 


ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS. 


We continue this month our accounts of the celebrations of the 
24th June. We are induced to occupy more room with them than 
their immediate importance would seem to require, from the con- 
sideration that, nothing could be presented to our readers, and the 
public, more conclusive of the prosperity of the institution : nor 
better calculated to allay the doubts, if any do exist, of its prosper- 
ous continuance. The editor of the Albany Record has the follow- 
ing remark on the subject :—‘‘ From every region of the country, 
from New England to Louisiana, and from Maryland to Missouri, 
we hear of the meeting together of the brethren, to celebrate the 
nativity of their patron, St. Jonny THE Bapristr, on the 24th ult. 
We had feared that the energies of the fraternity would be damped 
by the continued obloquy of office-hunting mischief-makers ; but 
our fears were perfectly groundless. ‘True philanthropy can ne- 
ver be awed from its purposes, even if the whole physical force of 
united nations were arrayed against it ; much less, when the igno- 
rant and the selfish alone are to be found among its opponents. 
The returns from the different masonic bodies which we have al- 
ready received, show that not only the talented and respectable 
portion of the fraternity are at all times ready to publish their feel- 
ings toward the institution to the world, but that none of the native 
energy of freemasonry can be even for a moment, paralyzed by the 
insiduous machinations of any set of men, whose sole aim is to 
build for themselves a monopoly, on the ruins of one of the oldest 
and most efficient compacts ever instituted for the melioration of 
human evil. 

The day was celebrated by Solon Lodge, at Athens, county of 
Greene, N. Y. together with the brethren of the neighboring lodges. 
An address was delivered by the Rev. Brother Prentis, which is 
spoken of in the most approved terms by those who heard it. Hav- 
ing ourselves listened more than once to the masonic eloquence of 
this worthy divine, we have to regret the diffidence on his part 
which has ever been so averse to the repeated solicitations of the 
brethren of their publication. The Catskill Recorder, speaking of 
this address, pronounces it “replete with useful and encouraging 
instruction to the brethren.” 

The day was set apart for the interesting ceremony of laying the 
corner stone of a new Masonic Hall, in the village of Montice'l), 
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Sullivan county, N. Y.on which occasion an address was delivered 
by Brother William Soper, Jr. ‘The address was well received by 
a respectable audience, an unusual portion of which were females. 
The Rev. Mr. M’Jimsey, and the Rev. Mr. Fish assisted in the 
exercises of the day. 

In Poughkeepsie, in the county of Duchess, the day was observed 
with the usual spirit. An appropriate and impressive discourse 
was delivered in the Episcopal church, by the Rev. Brother Brown 
of Newburgh. The ceremonies were honored with the presence of 
men whose talents are not to be put on a parallel, in point of re- 
spectability, with the most gifted of the anti-masonic junto, and 
whose character may be yet more advantageously contrasted with 
the rotten reputation of the veriest champion for masonic proscrip- 
tion. The Poughkeepsie Encampment of Knights Templars, to- 
gether with Lafayette Encampment from Hudson, united in the 
festivities of the day. 

The brethren of Clinton Lodge, in Plattsburgh, and its vicinity 
in the county of Clinton, celebrated the day in the usual style. 
An oration was pronounced by the Rev. Brother Boyington, of 
Chazy. 

Richmond Lodge in Tompkinsviile, Staten Island, observed the 
day in a simple and becoming manner, at the Pavillion of Brother 
Davis, Mount Tompkins. 

The corner stone of St. John’s Church, in Wilkinsonville, (Sut- 
ton, Worcester county, Massachusetts,) was laid on the same day, 
by Sutton Royal Arch Chapter, assisted by Olive Branch Lodge, 
and members of the neighboring lodges; M. E. Jonas L. Sibley, 
Esq. presiding. 

‘‘To witness the interesting scene,” says the National Mgis, 
‘‘in a village so recently risen into notice, through the exertions of 
a single individual, and to join in the celebration of the birth day 
of the great patron of Masonry, St. John the Baptist, called togeth- 
er an unusually large concourse of people. The address, on the oc- 
casion, was delivered by the Rev. George Taft, rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, and was such as might be ex- 
pected from that eloquent and faithful preacher.” 

After the ceremonies were closed, about three hundred sat down 
to an excellent dinner prepared for the occasion. Many highly re- 
spectable guests were present, among whom were M. W. John 

Carlile, Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts 
and Rhéde [sland, and M. W. William Wilkinson, P. G. M. of the 
Grand Lodge of Rho.'e-fsland. 
Vol. 1. No. 5. 20 
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The day was celebrated at Norristown, Pennsylvania, by a very 
large number of brethren from Philadelphia and the country, to- 
gether with the members of the lodge in that borough—among 
whom were the R. W. Brother Kittera, Grand Master, W. Brother 
Thomas, Grand Secretary, M. E. Companion Riley, Grand High 
Priest, and other distinguished officers. At twelve o’clock a pro- 
cession was formed at the lodge room, and proceeded to a church, 
where a very highly finished and instructive address was delivered 
by the Rev. and R. W. Brother Bedell, of Philadelphia, Grand 
Chaplain : after which the craft partook of a dinner prepared for 
the occasion. 

‘ The whole celebration,” says the United States Gazette, ‘‘ was 
conducted with that propriety and harmony that should ever dis- 


tinguish the order, and will tend to increase its claims on public 
respect.” 


Lodges No. 1, and 56, united inthe celebration of the day at 
Baltimore, Maryland. The procession moved at ten o’clock from 
Mason’s Hall to the New Baptist Church in Cumberland Street, 
where a masonic discourse was delivered by the Rev. Brother 
Howell. Many visiting brethren from the neighboring lodges, No. 
16, 100, St. 'Tammany’s Lodge in Hampton, and Comfort Lodge at 
Old Point. 

At Milledgeville, Georgia, Brother Samuel Rockwell, pro- 
nounced an Eulogy on our deceased brother and fellow citizen, De 
Wirt Crinton, which was attentively listened to by the brethren 
of the several masonic bodies in that city. 

The members of Abraham Lodge and Clark Lodge, in the city 
of Louisville, Kentucky, met as usual on that day to elect their 
officers for the ensuing six months. After transacting their busi- 
ness, a procession was formed, by the two bodies, and proceeded to 
the Presbyterian Church, where an Address was delivered by a rev- 
erend brother. 

At Winchester, Virginia, the procession was formed agreeably to 
order, of which the number of masons was about one hundred, 
embracing the neighboring lodges of Martinsburgh, Brucetown, 
and Shepherdstown, and other visiting brethren. The new Pres- 
byterian church having been politely offered for the occasion, a dis- 
course was delivered therein, by the Rev. Thomas Jackson, of 
Leesburgh, accompanied with the usual exercises. The procession 
then repaired to the foundation of the new Episcopal church, at 
the corner of Boscowen and Washington Streets, where the corner 
stone was laid with the usual forms. 
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The celebration at Franklin, Pendleton county, Virginia, was 
a novelty for that region. We quote the Winchester Republican 
of July 4. 

‘‘ The lodge had recently obtained a dispensation, and this be- 
ing the first celebration of the kind in this section of the county, it 
attracted a large concourse ofspectators. About forty masons were 
present, principally from Harrisonburgh, Moorfield and Bath coun- 
ty. The procession formed at eleven o’clock, proceeded with the 
Harrisonburgh band, and on approaching the court house, where 
the exercises were to be conducted, was joined by the ladies tothe 
number of about two hundred, who as may readily be conceived 
threw the jewelled and otherwise artificially ornamented fraternity 
completely into the shade. On arriving at the court house, and 
opening to the right and left, the fair visiters passed through the 
lines, and were conducted to seats by the presiding officers. In the 
exercises of the day, the delivery of the discourse had been assign- 
ed to the Rev. Brother Pendleton, which sudden indisposition hav- 
ing prevented him from performing, a selected sermon was read by 
Brother J. H. Cravens, of Franklin, and was followed by an ad- 
dress by Brother Samuel H. Davis, of Winchester. 

‘¢ The exercises in the court house being concluded, the brethren 
partook of an elegant and abundant dinner, prepared by Brother 
Cravens, at the Franklin Hotel. Here again the ladies to the 
number of twenty, united in the more substantial and no less agree- 
able exercises of the festival. Grace, wit, and beauty, were the 
presiding deities ; and.those pleasurable feelings which the influence 
of these deities ever produce upon the mind of man.” | 

At Niagara, Upper Canada, the brethren met as usual. An ex- 
cellent sermon was preached in the Episcopal church by the Rev. 
Brother Hancock. After the service, the brethren of Lodge No. 4, 
a number of visiters, and several of the most respectable gentlmen 
of the town sat down to an elegant dinner at Angel Inn. The day 
passed of in harmony and good feeling, and the brethren and 
friends separated at an early hour highly satisfied. 

In Franklin, Missouri, the brethren of Franklin Union Lodge, 
together with Brownville Lodge and some few transient brethren 
from the vicinity, met to celebrate the day with the usual festive 
rights and honors. The officers of Howard Chapter, the second 
organized in the state, were duly installed at the same meeting. 
A sermon was pronounced on the occasion, and a numerous and 
respectable party sat down to the dinner prepared by Brother 

Means. 
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Celebration at Claiborne, Ala. On Tuesday 24th inst. the cele- 
bration of the festival of St. John the Baptist, and the dedication of 
the new Masonic Hall, took place in this town, in due form. 

At 9o0’clock A. M. the brethren assembled at the old Lodge room, 
and at 11 o’clock a procession was formed, by brother J. W. Moore, 
Marshal of the day. On the arrival at the new Hall, a hymn was 
sung. : 

An invocation was then made by the Rev. Mr. Porter, of the 
Presbyterian Church, the Grand Chaplain not being present. 

An elegant and appropriate oration was then delivered by broth. 
J. Dellet ; the ceremonies of dedication were then performed by 
brother J. Dellet, the Grand Master being absent. 

The Hall was filled with a collection of ladies and other specta- 
tors; among whom were about twenty or twenty five clergymen, of 
various denominations; who assisted in the celebration. 

After the conclusion of the ceremonies the spectators retired; and 
the brethren, together with many of the Rev. Clergy, again for- 
med a procession and proceeded tothe Hotel of brother L. Moore, 
where they partook of a sumptuous entertainment. 


The following is among the toasts drank on the occasion. 

The Rev. Clergy who have assembled this day to assist in ded- 
icating the Temple--in defiance of an uncharitable prejudice they 
have approbated the principles of the generous Giblumites, 
who, without fee or reward,came up to assist inrebuilding the Tem- 
ple of the Lord their God. 


Immediately after this toast the Rev. H. F. Porter arose and de- 
livered the following appropriate address. 


Permit me, Mr. President, to express, in behalf of my clerical 
brethren, the satisfaction which the transactions of this day have af- 
forded them ; and to assure you that the courtesy, which you have 
been pleased to extend to them, is duly appreciated. The consid- 
eration that they have participated in the dedication of a tem- 
ple, erected as they are assured, to the cause of virtue and humanity, 
is ample compensation for the very humble part they have sustain- 
ed, in the interesting ceremonies of the day. You will now allow 
me, although unaccustomed, and somewhat opposed, to the prac- 
tice of giving toasts, to tender one, which I hope will not be con- 
sidered indecorous. 


The Members of the Masonic Order.—May the avowed princi- 
ples of the society regulate their conduct, and may they at last be 
admitted to a residence in the Temple above. 
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Celebration at Buffalo.—Agreeably to previous arrangements, the 
members of the Buffalo and Black Rock Lodges celebrated the an- 
niversary of St. John the Baptist on Tuesday. ‘The day was highly 
auspicious, and the numerous and very respectable assemblage of 
brethren from the neighbouring towns, from Batavia, and from Can- 
ada, rendered the meeting truly gratifying and imposing. The pro- 
cession was formed at 12 o’clock, under the direction of the marshals, 
Brothers Powell and Wilcock, and moved in Masonic order to the 
Presbyterian meeting house, which had been politely offered for the 
occasion, where the services of the day were performed. An ad- 
dress, characterised by mildness and sound argument delivered by 
Brother Henry Brown of Batavia, and the Rev Brother Spencer offi- 
ciated as Chaplain. After the conclusion of the services at the church, 
the procession was again formed, and repaired to a bower erected in 
the park, where the fraternity sat down to a sumptuous dinner, pre- 
pared by Brother H. James; after which they returned to their Hall 
where they were dismissed. 

Celebration at Canton, Ohio.—The anniversary of the birth day 
of St John the Baptist was celebrated in this place by Canton Lodge 
No. 60, and brethren from neighbouring Lodges. The number 
present was 84. A procession was formed at the Academy and pro- 
ceeded to the German Church, where a sermon was delivered by 
Rev. Br. Jehu Brown, and an oration by Br. Luther L. Foote. An 
ode prepared for the occasion by Br. Wm. Bowen, was sung, accom- 
panined with excellent instrumental music by a choir under the 
superintendance of Br. L. B. Gitshell. ‘The procession again form 
ed and proceeded to Br. James Allen’s, where an excellent repast 
was served up, of which all partook. The day closed-in harmony, 
the warmest feelings of friendship having been interchanged among 
the brethren of the different Lodges who had honored the day with 
their presence. 

In Zanesville, Ohio, the Members of Amity and Lafayette Lodges, 
together with a number of visiting brethren, amounting in all to 
above ninety, convened at the lodge room at an early hour, and 
formed a procession which moved to the Presbyterian meeting house 
accompanied with an excellent band of music, the whole under the 
direction of brother D. Convers, Marshal. The service was com- 
menced with an appropriate prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Baldwin, and 
sacred music by a choir of ladies and gentlemen, after which an 
excellent oration was delivered by Br. D. Spangler. 

The day was celebrated in the village of Owego, Tioga county, 
N. Y. in a suitable and becoming manner. © 
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HONOR. TO THE DEAD, 


The Masonic brethren of Coats’ Lodge, No. 76, of Easton, 
having resolved to remove the remains and erect a monument to 
the memory of their deceased brother Dr. JOHN COATS, a na- 
tive of the State of Pennsylvania, long a valuable and beloved 
Citizen of that town, and first Grand Master of Masons in the State 
of Maryland, who departed this life about eighteen years ago, and 
was interred in what is now called Potters’ Field near Easton, 
a plain and neat Obelisk designed and executed by Wm. Steu- 
art, Esq, of the City of Baltimore, R. W. Deputy Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, had been erected 
on a lot, purchased by Coats’ Lodge, in Christ Church Burial 
Ground, and the Ceremony of removing the remains of the deceased 
to that place was performed on Wedensday the 23d ult. by Coats’ 
Lodge, assisted by the R. W. Grand Lodge of Maryland, and nu- 
merous visiting brethren. At anearly hour the brethren assembled 
and marched to Potters’ Field, where the remains of Dr. Coats had 
been taken up by a committee of brethren and placed in a hand- 
some Coffin prepared for that purpose. Masonic Grand honors 
were given on arriving at that place, and the procession returned 
to the Episcopal Church in the following order. 


Tyler with a drawn Sword. 
MUSIC. 
Entered Apprentices. 
Fellow Crafis, 

Master Masons. 
Stewads with White Rods. 
Architect 
Buldmg Committee. 
Deacons, blue rods. 
Secretary and Treasurer, 
Senior and Junior Wardens. 
The Holy Writings, Square and Com- 
pass, borne ona Black Cushion 
by four Master Masons. 
Chaplain. 

Past Master of Ladges. 
MASTER. 


"YSRY ON] ™—peqsivgy 


Marshal— Blue Sash. 


Three Bearers. Three Bearers. 


The Grand Lodge of Maryland. 
After the funcral services the brethren and a crowded audience 
were addressed ina sermon ty the Rev. Bro. Timotuy Cowes: 
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After Divine Service the Procession moved to the Burial Ground, 
accompanied by Solemn Music from Mr. Roundtree’s excellent 

Band, from Baltimore. The remains of Dr. Coats were Commit- - 
ted to the vault adjoining the monument, with Grand Masonic ie 
Honors, and after a prayer to the throne of Grace, the W. Master hi 
of Coats’ Lodge, Bro. Wm. Hayward, Jr. delivered a masonic | 
charge on the occasion, in which he introduced a slight view of the 
cause of the erection of the Monument to the deceased,. passed a 
handsome eulogium on his character as a man,a mason and a patriot. 
Thus closed the ceremonies of the day. 














CIRCULAR. 
GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND THE APPEN- 


DANT ORDERS, FOR THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 





At an annual communication held at St. John’s Hall in the City of 
New-York, 6th June 1828, the following Preamble and resolutions 
were unaminously adopted. 


Whereas it has been communicated to this Grand Encampment, that a 
person by the name of J. H.C. Miller, styling himself as Th. Ill. Pref. of 
the ‘* Order of the Holy Cross’’ has been and is at this tithe engaged in 
conferring on sundry persons in this City and State, the said ‘* Order of 
the Holy Cross,’’ and whereas the said Miller has issued his Circular 
giving information, that a convocation of said order, would be held in 
the City of New-York on the first day of June inst. for the purpose of 
taking into consideration the propriety of organizing a Sovereign Coun- 
cil of the said ‘* Order’? for the ‘‘ District of the United States of 
America.’’? Which froma copy of their printed proceedings in the pos- 
session of this Grand Encampment, it is evident that such convocation 
was held on the day appointed, a Sovereign Council formed, and Subor- 
dinate Councils in this, and in the State of New Jersey, with the names 
of their officers also announced. And whereas this Grand Encampment 
altogether denies the power and authority of any man or body of men, to | 
make innovations in or upon, the regular established orders of Masonry, | 

H 
\ 





by the introduction of clandestine degrees, therefore and with a view to 
aid in suppressing and preventing the evils arising from the many at- 
tempts made by unauthorized men, of aggrandizing themselves, to the 
great injury of the Fraternity at large: 

Resolved, That the Subordinate Entampments, under this jurisdiction, 
and the members thereof, be instructed strictly to adhere to, and observe 
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the following teJulations, viz—First, any Knight Templar who may 
have received the said ‘‘ Order of the Holy Cross,”’ or any other clan- 
destine degree * called Masonry or Knighthood,’’ is required to with- 
draw himself therefrom and hereafter to hold no communion with any 
man or body of men, who may belong to, or be in any wise engaged 
therein. 

Second, No Encampment under this jurisdiction, shall be permitted 
to allow any Knight Templar, who shall refuse to support the foregoing 
regulations, to be admitted within their body, either as a visitor, or mem- 
ber.—Third, nor shall any candidate for the orders of Knighthood, as 
conferred under this jurisdiction, who may have been induced to receive 
any clandestine degrees, be received until he or they Phall first have re- 
nounced all connections therewith. 

And in order that the true intent and meaning of the foregoing regula- 
tions may not be misconstrued, it is further Resolved: That this Grand 
Encampment, acknowledge no degree or degrees of Masonry, or order of 
Knighthood, excepting those heretofore regularly conferred, under and 
by authority of the following constituted authorities in the United States 
of America, and those of corresponding rank in foreign Countries, viz: 

The Grand Consistory—the General Grand Encampment, and the Ge- 
neral Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States, —Grand Councils 
of Royal and Select Masons, and the grand Lodges of the several States. 

ALSO, 

Resolved, That the Grand Recorder be directed to address a copy of 
the foregoing Preamble and Resolutions, to the several constituted Ma- 
sonic authorities throughout the United States, requesting their co-ope- 
ration in suppressing the introduction of clandestine and self created de- 
grees of Masonry or orders of Knighthood. 

Extract from the Minutes, 
LEBBEUS CHAPMAN, Grand Recorder. 
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Grand Lodge of Maryland.—Officers for the ensuing year. Ben- 
jamin C. Howard of Baltimore, Grand Master ; William Stew- 
art, of Baltimore, Dep. G. Master; Otho H. Williams, of Hagers- 
town, Sen. G. Warden; Dennis Claube, of Anapolis, Jun. G. War- 
den; Thomas Phenix, of Baltimore, G. Secretary; Edward G Wood- 
year, of Baltimore, G. Treasurer. 

Cumberland Lodge, No. &, Nashville Ten.—Officers installed 
June 24, 1828. James R. Futnam, Master; Henry R. Cartmell, 
Senior Warden; Edmund Lanier, Junior Warden; Enoch Welborn 
Secretary; James W. M’Combs, ‘Treasurer; Kendall Webb, Stew- 
ardand Tyler. 
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